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NEONATAL AND INFANT CARDIAC SURGERY

The Advisory Group at its meeting yesterday considered ways in
which the cardiac surgical service for neonates and infants might
be rationalised in order to ensure the continued designation of
this service. It was suggested that it would be possible to
define within the existing designated service those complex
cardiac surgical procedures which should continue to be
designated and to identify the units where this service could be
effectively provided. If this were possible it would mean that
some units presently designated under the existing arrangements

. could then be de-designated thus bringing about a rationalisation
’ of the service.

The Advisor¥ Group would be pleased if your College conld convepe

a small working group on the Ilines you proposed, to provide the
Advisory Gr ' ege’s advice as to what procedures
should be considered as appropriate to be designated under the

neonatal and supra regional services arrangements and the units

which the College believe are appropriately staffed and resourced
to provide these services.

The Department would be pleased to give whatever assistance we
can to your working group. We would,for example, be pleased to
provide these data we have obtained through the new contractual
arrangements with the designated units. This data will go as far
as identifying the major operative categories but will not give
the detail of complexity within the operation categoriesthat you
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