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originally recognised in 1983, Leicester and Oxforg have both
applied to the Department of Health for consideration for

reécognition in addition. As the maximum number of Centres that
can be accepted for Supra Regional funding is nine
ecessary to reconsider this matter.

Centralisation of cases, particularly in the rarer diagnostic
groups, has occurred, and during this time Surgical results have
improved in this age range, Generally, the greater the
experience of a Unit, in numbers of Cases operated, the lower has
been the Hospital and 30 day mortality in these young children.

Secondly, it was Irecommended that where staffing levels were
below those required to run a 24 hour Service throughout the
yeéar, remedial action should be taken by Local Health
Authorities, and new appointments should be made. Additional
Consultant Cardiac Surgeons with Paediatric experience have been

Following the first meeting of the present Working Party in
February 1992, a questionnaire was sent out to the ten designated
Centres and to Oxford and Leicester in addition. This requested
returns for annual figures anag mortality for the Years 1998,
1989, 1990 angd 1991, for all Neonates and Infants (under 1 year
of age) who underwent open and closed heart surgery, listed
Separately. The same information for children and adolescents
over 1 year of age (up to 18 years) was requested to provide
appropriate background information about departmental workloads.
The staffing levels at Consultant, Senior Registrar, Registrar

and more junior levels, in Surgery, Cardiology and Anaesthetics
were requested.
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