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Dear John

Following our conversation lasi Friday the 13th January, I would like to summarise
my view of our discussions.

It is sad that we have failed to resolve the issues of the pacdiatric cardiac surgery
work internally. In view of this, Ishare your opinion that an enquiry should be held
on the pacdiatric weork carried ont in the Department of Cardiac Surgery from 1988 to
the present day. I think this is the minimmm requirement, given the recent
roumnsinuces and ths bad fecling preseniin the uint, 1 fuing wz shouid cectainly ba

involved in e Agia collection, however any inierpreiation of the results snould be left

to two experienced external cardiac surgeons. I would like to suggest Mr W Brawn

from the Birmingham Childrens Hospital and Mr M de Level from Great Ormond
Street Hospital. The first gentleman is certainly one of the best known paediainic
cardiac surgeons in the UK as well as internationally, whereas Mr de Leval besides

being an excellent surgeon has recently proposed ways to assess performance in
'switch' operations which have received international approval. If you would like to
check the suitability of these two proposed names I would advise you to contact the
Postgraduate Dean of the Cardiothoracic Society for Great Britain and Ireland, Mr

Colin Hilton from Newecastle.

I also agree with you that 'switch' operations should not be performed in our unit until
the results of such an enquiry have been made available.

I remain at your disposal for any further information or help you may require.

Yours sincerely
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Professor J Vann Jones, Divector of Casdice Services
Dr F Joffe, Director of Paedintric Cardiology

PS. Please find enclosed copies of letters from myself and Professor
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