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SUPRA-RZGIONAL CENTRES FOR INFANT AND NEOMNATAL CAZTTAC SURGERY

DHES, on the acvice of 1%s Supra-regional Serwviczs iivisory Group, designated

U hospitals feor the provision of infant and recnz-z! cardiac surgery in 1983,
Cardiac surgery in children below the ages of sne 2ar and of siy weaks
respectlively was  nonsidered by the Croup, on &the bwas of reperts prepared

oy the british Paediatric Association, and 2 join: Cardiology Committes of the
Royal College of Physicians of London and the Roval Ccllege of Surgeons of
zngland, to require concentration in a small numzzr of centres in order to
orovide a clinically effective service. The avidzrnce For this was a highly
Signifiicant difference in outcome betwsen ceniras with nigh and low throughput.
Further advice was souzht {rom the Joint CarZiclzozy Committee in 1686 and this
confirmed the need for a limited number of centres to perform this complex
surgery, and indicated the case {cr a possinsle re<uction in the number of centres
SO deSLgnated. The supra-regional centres zre as “2llows:-

The Freeman Hospital, Newcastle.
Tre Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital.
\1111"~o= k rospital, Leeds.

Souchampteon General Hospital.

dirmingham Cnildren's 1T
3rompton Hospital, Lendo
Great Crmond Street hospital for Sick Children,

ne ¥ristel cdentre is one of the smallest centres in terms of throughput thouszh

<ne total number of operations on children zzed urnZer one year increassd from

=2 in 198U to 55 in 1985 [Colleagues from Scubtn “astern Regional Healtn Authority
and Sristol and Weston District Health Authority wilil be able to up-date the
meating on this]. It has, howevar, bean sean zs ~zving a legitimate claim fo
Cevelcoment on geographiczal grounds and thne consiZzrzticn of this has incluce

1ts proximity to the Scuth Wales population

Supra-regional centres have protected funding fro~ She DHSS via the Regional

mezlth Authorities and are funded on the basis = <rne throughput they achieve.



